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Course Description 

This course provides an introduction to the classification, structure, and changes of matter.  It is designed to take the beginning chemistry student through the fundamental qualitative and theoretical relationships in chemical reactions, mole relationships, stoichiometry, kinetic theory, gases, solutions, periodic trends and states of matter.  Emphasis will be on laboratory investigations and techniques.  

Class/Student Expectations

Honors Chemistry students are expected to be actively engaged in the learning process through classroom discussion, laboratory inquiries, scientific research and personal initiative.  Students will develop their abilities to think clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity and logic.  Students will attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence in dealing with chemical problems.

During remote learning, students are expected to actively participate in all synchronous learning activities with their video function ON. Students are expected to complete all asynchronous activities and assignments – even if not for a grade. Students are expected to utilize teacher office hours if extra help is needed.  

Textbook Information
· You can access the etext and other class resources at:

· Title:  Introductory Chemistry: A Foundation, by Zumdahl and DeCoste
· Publisher:  Cengage Learning 2019
· ISBN:  978-1-337-39944-9
· Price:  $132.75
Format
	Units of Study
	Approximate Time

	Unit 1 – Tools of Chemistry, Introduction to Matter (Chapters 1-3)
	3 weeks  

	Unit 2 – Atomic Structure, the Periodic Table and Nuclear Chemistry (Chapters 4, 11 and 19)
	5 weeks

	Unit 3 – Bonding (Chapter 12) and Nomenclature (Chapter 5)
	4 weeks 

	Unit 4 –The Mole, Balancing Equations, Percent Composition, Empirical and Molecular Formulas (Chapter 8)
	3 weeks


Grades

Formative assessments include homework and some labs. While formative assessment grades will be entered into the Infinite Campus platform, THEY WILL HAVE ZERO (0) weight and will not impact the student’s course average. There will be a minimum of two formative assessments per unit.
Student grades will be calculated based on the completion of eight summative assessments and a final exam (if applicable). The summative assessments include a quiz and test per unit. Both the quiz and the test will contain performance assessment items related to the lab activities. Please refer to the table below.

	Grade
	Type
	Weight

	1
	Unit 1 Quiz
	1

	2
	Unit 1 Test
	2

	3
	Unit 2 Quiz
	1

	4
	Unit 2 Test
	2

	5
	Unit 3 Quiz
	1

	6
	Unit 3 Test
	2

	7
	Unit 4 Lab
	1

	8
	Unit 4 Test
	2

	9
	Final Exam*
	2


*Students will be required to complete all eight summative assignments/assessments AND be passing the class to exempt the final exam.
There is no extra credit in this class and your lowest test grade is not dropped at the end of the semester.  It is therefore very important that you do all the assigned work and obtain extra help when needed. You should prepare to the best of your ability for every assessment.
Grade Recovery

If a student receives an incomplete or a failing grade (below 70%) on any of the eight (8) summative assignments/assessments, the student must do the following: 
· Initiate a request for remediation with their teacher within one week (five school days) of the assignment/assessment 

· Schedule the recovery opportunity upon completion of the remediation 
Upon successful completion of the retake/redo/recovery process, the original failing grade will be replaced with a grade of up to 70%.
There is a district NO ZERO policy in place but an “I” for incomplete will be entered into Infinite Campus to communicate to students and parents that an assignment/assessment is missing.
Attendance
Students will be marked present for daily course attendance if the student performs one of the following actions: participates in the synchronous lesson or is logged into the class and has direct contact with the teacher or submits an assignment in the Teams platform.  If a student cannot attend “live” due to connectivity or technology issues, the student should reach out through Teams to log into the class, get information or view what was missed, and contact the teacher to alert of presence.  Due to Infinite Campus attendance settings, if this happens, the teacher and/or attendance office will correct the student’s attendance within 48 hours.  It is the student’s responsibility to reach out to the teacher to correct attendance before the end of the day.
Honor Code
URL provides unique challenges to teachers and students with regards to the Honor Code.  However, cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Cheating is defined as “the giving or receiving, in any form, information relating to a gradable experience.”  Cheating is any act whose intent is to gain reward or success that is not honestly earned.  Plagiarism is the presentation of materials as ones’ own effort when it is actually the work of another.  Violations of the Honor Code will result in a referral to the proper administrator for disciplinary action pursuant to Rule 9 in the FCS Student Code of Conduct and Discipline Handbook.

Communication
Students: Every student should check their FCS email EVERYDAY for announcements and communication.  Teachers will communicate with students via Teams and FCS email.
Parents: Teachers will call and/or email and/or Teams meet with parents and their student, as needed, to discuss student progress.

Help Hours
Extra help can be obtained on Tuesday and Friday afternoons from 3:25-4:00 pm. The link to a Teams meeting will be provided. 
Some tips for success:
· Be present and on time every day.
· Do not wait to ask questions if confused.
· Do not hesitate to ask for extra help.
· Form a study group or have a study partner. (It is nice to have a fellow student you can call when you have a question.)
· Attempt homework problems before checking answers.
· Remove all distractions when studying or doing homework. 
· Attempt all homework by yourself.  You cannot learn to solve problems effectively by copying them. 
“That which we persist in doing becomes easier to do, not that the nature of the thing has changed but that our power to do has increased.” 

                                                                                                Ralph Waldo Emerson

· Outline text material and pause to study sample problems, pictures and graphs.
· Be careful with significant figures and units for an answer.  Very few numerical answers will be given that do not have units.
· Do whatever it takes to pay attention in class. The first time a topic is discussed is the best time to attain clarity. Please pay attention because I can explain it to you, but I can’t understand it for you!

· Review questions missed on all assignments/quizzes/tests.
· KEEP SMILING
